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Kika de la Garza
93-419
WASHINGTON, D C--Demands are increasing for a rollback in diesel fuel prices,
a matter which is of great con~ern to our area. Farmers, building contractors, and shrimpers
are especially hard hit. by the upward cost of fuel. The increase since the first of last
year totals 200 to 250 percent.
These unwarranted increases have placed the Gulf shrimp industry, the nation's
most valuable fishery, in an extremely se.rious situation. There are more than 4,000 shrimp
trawlers operating in the Gulf of Mexico. Each of these vessels uses about 100,000 gallons
of fuel per year. A jump of 250 percent in the cost of fuel to operate them places an in-
creased burden of $72 million dollars a year on the industry.
I have put these and other pertinent facts before the Federal Energy Office,
stressing the need for action. I agree with Ronald Boudreaux, president of the Port Isabel
Shrimp Producers, who wrote me recently that this "18 a utter of great 1lIIportance and
should not be talked about, fOl'8"tten, and nothing done," I will do everything I canto see
that something is done.
"'"
FARM MARKETING--While the crisis of the _e1rt in Agricult~elslllo'hpr .......
is focused on shortages of fuel and transportation equipment, South Texas farmers have to be
~.JU>out: the cuture riea ift urketing eoets that would_ to be a log.icalresult
of all these other problems.
Recently I had.an opportunity to speak specifically about farm marketing prob-
leJr8 before participants in a workshop on conslllller dalands and productivity requirement.s •.
This workshop, held in the Washington area ... w&S aponsored by the Food Distribution Reseax:clI
Soci4rt:,.--and- the.-U S Departlltent of .A&riculture.
It is my opinion, which I expressed at the _eting, that fant problems -of the
future probably will center around rising costa not only of fuel but also of other supplies
and aervices purchased by farmers and rapid inerease in the coats of marketing farm products.
We have to face the possibility that by the time our farmers begin to realize the benefit
of higher prices for their products coats will have caught up with and maybe exceeded price
increases.
Farm productivity, aa we know in South Texas, is great. What we need is added
productiVity on farm marketing. The basis for that is provided in the Agricultural Marketing
Act of 1946. The marketing programs developed under this law encouraged marketing research
and service activities on a practical level.
In the past industry advisory groups met regularly with the agricultural resources and
made contributions of great value.
Something more than two years ago the House Agriculture Subcommittee on
Department Operations, of which I am Chairman, conducted hearings on the Agriculture
Department's marketing research activities. We found, and I have heard the same complaint
from South Texans, that industry representatives no longer are called on--at least not to
the same extent--to give their views on the marketing programs.
That's a mistake and I hope we can correct it.
# # # # #
COAST GUARD ACADEMY--Chairman Leonor K. OMrs John B) Sullivan of the
House Committee on Merchant Marine and Fisheries, has honored the 15th Congressional
District by appointing me as a member of the Board of Visitors to the U S Coast Guard
Academy, at New London, Conn. This four-member body has the responsibility of visiting
the Academy and inspecting and reporting on its facilities, curriculum, student body and
faculty--in short, of finding out just what is going on in this important institution.
This inspection visit usually takes place in May. I am looking forward to it.
The Coast Guard has great significance to our area and I am happy to have a chance to come
closer to its educational institution.
U # U # n
INFLATION AND TAXES--No South Texan needs to be reminded that families with
average or below average incomes are hard pressed by inflation, soaring costs of living, and
high personal taxes. That is why I have introduced a bill that would substantially reduce
the Federal income tax for these families.
My bill is simple. It would permit taxpayers to take a $200 tax credit for
each family member instead of the present $750 personal exemption. The exemption only
permits a percentage, its size depending on total income, of that sum to be deducted from
the tax to be paid. Under my plan, $200 for each member of the family would be deducted
directly from the final bill.
A family of four with an income of "$6,000 now pays a Federal tax bill of $245,
assuming standard deductions. If my bill is approved that family would pay no tax. A
family of four with an income of $8,000, taking standard deductions, now pays a tax of $569.
The $200 tax credit plan would reduce the tax to $333, a saving of $236. And the money
saved in taxes would immediately be channeled into consumer spending, thus stimulating the
whole economy. I think it's a practical approach to fighting inflation.
# # # n #
WDST REPEAL--My efforts to repeal Winter Daylight Savings Time -- which
South Texans have said they sure don't like -- are showing some results.
The Chairman of the Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce -- the
committee handling interstate time legislation -- has asked the Secretary of Transportation
to hustle in his report which the statute requires to be given to the Congress by 30 June 1974.
Committee officials told the Secretary that there is a great demand for the
repeal of Winter Daylight SaVings Time. l~ile I~ST is set to expire automatically in
October 1975, almost all South Texans are for not putting up with another winter with
children going to school before the dawn's early light.
Since the introduction of my bill on 24 January 1974 to exempt Texas from
the provisions of the Winter Daylight Savings Time Act, more than 40 members of the House
have introduced legislation to handle the repeal in various stages. Various 15th District
County and City officials have expressed their support of my efforts. The Governor
of Texas also endorses this move.
# n # # #
VISITOR FROM HOME--Visiting my office in Washington this past week was
Mr Millard Holden of McAllen.
# # # # #
